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SLANE
Tim Fisher

Duration: 2°23” Level: 2

Program Notes

This chart is an arrangement of an Irish folk tune, S/aze, also commonly known as the melody for the hymn, Be Thou My 1ision. Normally in 3/4, for
this chart it has been changed to 4/4 and given a light latin/pop-rock feel. Saxophones, trumpets and trombones all get a chance to play the melody in
this chart, with a short section for an alto sax soloist. There are no improvised solos in this arrangement, however, the middle chorus could be opened
up for solos if desired.

Helpful Listening: Anything in the smooth jazz genre. Albums by Chris Botti are a good place to start.

Rehearsal Notes
This piece should have a smooth, relaxed feel throughout. The entry of the horns at bar 4 should blend into the groove already set up by the rhythm
section.

At bar 9, the trumpets are in unison, so players should be conscious of achieving a good blend, balance and, of course, intonation within the section.
Ensure that the crotchet at the end of bar 18 is held for its full value. Please don’t cut it short. This also occurs at bar 35.

Even the loud sections (e.g. bar 45 onwards) should not be overbearing. Aim for a big, full, rich, well rounded sound rather than just raw power.

The solo alto saxophone at bar 28 should have a nice “pop” sound. Listening to saxophonists like David Sanborn should give you a good idea of the
sound that is required. Feel free to take some liberties with the melody here.

At bar 45, the trumpets and trombones are in octaves. In a similar fashion to bar 9, concentrate on good blend, balance and intonation. Don’t
overblow!

The piece ends with a vamp figure. It’s all about creating a nice relaxed groove here. You might wish to loop this last section in rehearsals to try and

achieve a groove that you just don’t want to stop.

About the Composer

Tim Fisher is a musician, composetr/arranger and music educator. Having completed a Bachelor of Education, he worked as a brass
teacher for several years before returning to university to complete a Master’s degree in composition at the Australian National University.
In 2004, he subsequently traveled to New York to undertake further study with noted jazz writers Jim McNeely and Maria Schneider.

Several of his solo works are part of the AMEB grade 1-4 Orvhestral Brass syllabus, and the AMEB Saxophone for Leisure syllabus. His works
for jazz ensemble have been performed by a number of Big Bands around Australia and have been included on the Melbourne Schools
Bands Festival list for 2007 and 2008. He also has several works for Concert Band published by Brolga Music.

Tim currently lives in Melbourne, Australia, with his wife and two young children.

N.B. Please include the details of this work in your performing rights return,
or send details of performance to the publisher.
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